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A WORD FROM FATHER RICK

Dear Saints

All Saints Anglican Church is an outstanding place to serve.
From the moment | heard OJ Fuller’s voice on the
telephone or sat across the table from Sharan Gunn and
Mark Quay at The Purple Cow in Little Rock, Nancy and |
sensed God was calling us to this congregation in the
Village. These past fifteen years have been wonderful. |
have seen spiritual growth among this congregation, and
| have grown in my walk with God, through the fellowship
and prayers of the saints and God’s service to us through
Word and Sacrament. | have seen few churches who live,
fellowship, and worship as The Body of Christ, as you have
demonstrated over the years. My prayer is that God will
continue the life and service of this congregation for years
to come.

We don’t know who our next pastor will be. But God does.
At a moment in time, we thought we knew. God’s timing
is best, and He will provide the right person at the right
time. “Lord, help us to wait on you!” The psalmist David
declared, “Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your
heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” Another psalm
writer reminds us, God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble, therefore we will not fear...Be still,
and know that | am God...”

Transitions are always difficult. Change is hard. Though we

change, and our circumstances change; God does not. He’s the same as when we
first began to trust him. As we move forward together in faith, may God keep us
steady, hopeful, joyful, and thankful. For He is good and his mercies are new every

morning.
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Thank you for the opportunity to serve alongside you. | look forward to worshipping
with you in the days and years ahead.

Always and sincerely yours,
Fr Rick+

FATHER RICK’S RETIREMENT PARTY

We hope all of you will join us for Father Rick’s Retirement
Party! It is going to be a wonderful celebration of Father Rick’s
years of ministry here and all that he has meant to our parish
family.

If you have not yet sent in your RSVP, please do so as soon as
possible so we can plan accordingly. There is no charge - just
come and enjoy the evening with us!

If you would like to contribute toward a retirement gift for Father Rick, you may
place your contribution in the offering plate or give it directly to Margie or Tom.
Please be sure to write “Retirement Gift” on the memo line.

The talented chef at Diamante will be preparing a delicious assortment of hors
d’oeuvres for us to enjoy. Tea, coffee, and wine will be provided, and a cash bar will
also be available for other beverages.

We will have a short program during which anyone who would like to share a few
words or memories will be welcome to do so. If you are interested in speaking, please
contact Sharan Gunn, who is organizing the program.

Afterward, the band Encore will entertain us with music from the 60s and 70s -
selections from Father Rick’s own playlist!

While there may certainly be a few tears along the way, it promises to be a joyful
and memorable evening. Please plan on joining us for this special celebration!

June 27 | 4:30-8:00 p.m. Diamante Country Club
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ARKANSAS
RIGHT TO LIFE

Several members of our church attended the Arkansas Right to Life Benefit Dinner
and Program last month. With more than 200 people in attendance, it was a very
successful and informative evening. Arkansas Right to Life and The Woodlands
Presbyterian Church hosted the event and did a wonderful job planning every detail.
The evening was exceptionally well organized, and the speakers were both
informative and inspiring.

We learned that Arkansas has been named the most pro-life state in the United States
for six consecutive years by Americans United for Life because of the many laws in
place to protect life from conception until natural death.

At the same time, speakers discussed a lawsuit filed on January 28 in Pulaski County
Circuit Court in Little Rock seeking to overturn Arkansas’ abortion restrictions.
According to the presenters, the lawsuit argues that the state’s laws are
unconstitutional and describes abortion as “medical care.”

Dr. Sharai Amaya, physician and board president of Arkansas Right to Life, stated
that treatments for ectopic pregnancies and miscarriages have never been considered
induced abortions and expressed concern that the lawsuit could mislead the public
about current medical practices and pro-life laws.

Another speaker, Amber Singleton, executive director of Arkansas Right to Life,
described the lawsuit as “deceptive” and shared that several Arkansas ob-gyns had
told her they had never feared violating pro-life laws while caring for their patients.

Attendees also heard that Arkansas’ current abortion restrictions took effect
following the June 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v. Wade
Overturning. Arkansas Attorney General Tim Griffin has stated that his office is
reviewing the lawsuit and believes it appears to have little legal merit.

If you would like to support this important ministry, donations may be mailed to:

Arkansas Right to Life
P.O. Box 1697
Little Rock, AR 72203-9674
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FLOWER COMMITTEE

We are so blessed to have such a talented Flower Committee
here at our church. Week after week, the altar arrangements
are beautiful and add so much to our worship services.

The committee would like to invite anyone who has flowers,
hostas, ferns, or other greenery from their gardens that could
be used in the altar arrangements to please contact Theresa
Kyser. Fresh flowers and greenery from your gardens help
make the arrangements especially meaningful and unique.

Thank you to all who help make our church so beautiful!

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE

After many months of prayerful searching, discernment, and interviews, we believed
God had led a wonderful candidate to our doorstep. Recently, he and his wife spent
a week with us, exploring The Village and meeting with the Search Committee and
Vestry. During his visit, he also preached and celebrated the Holy Eucharist with the
Vestry, Search Committee and spouses.

Following their time with us, many came away feeling that he and his wife would
be a wonderful fit for our church family. The Search Committee prayerfully
recommended him to the Vestry, and the Vestry extended a call to him to serve as
our next rector.

It is with disappointment that we share that, after returning home, he and his wife
entered into a period of prayer and discernment with family, mentors, and trusted
Christian friends. After much reflection, they determined that, due to family
circumstances and concerns, relocating to Arkansas is not what is best for their
family at this time.

While this news is understandably disappointing and discouraging to the Search
Committee and Vestry—and to many in our parish—we remain confident that God
is at work in this process. We trust that, in His perfect time, He will lead the right
shepherd to our church community.
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The Diocese has assured us that interim clergy will be provided for as long as needed
while we reopen the position and continue our search. We ask for your continued
prayers for our congregation, the Vestry, the Search Committee, and for God’s
guidance during this time of transition.

PENTECOST SUNDAY AND NEW MEMBERS

Our traditional Pentecost Sunday celebration was once again held at the Cortez Pavilion.
It was a glorious service and a wonderful opportunity for fellowship afterward with a
catered lunch provided by Riverside Grocery. They prepared their famous catfish and
barbecue meal right on site, complete with delicious homemade sides. As always, it was
enjoyed by all.

We celebrated Margaret Smith’s birthday and the VanderEnde’s 57" =%
anniversary, as well as welcoming two new members into our parish
family, Arthur West and Susan Hall. Arthur and Susan divide their time |
between Texas and Hot Springs Village, but hope to spend more time §
here than there. If you have not yet met them, please take a moment to
introduce yourselves. They are a delightful couple. I asked them for a &"“f’_"
short bio and here’s what they wrote:

“We grew up in Rogers and have known each other since 6th
grade. Arthur served in USAF for 9 1/2 years and has lived

primarily in Texas since 1969. Susan lived in Searcy for 57
| years. After losing our spouses, we are back together and
currently split our time between Hot Springs Village and
Texas. We are grateful to have found our new church home
here in the Village!

All Saints is truly delighted to welcome them into our fold!
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JUNE CALENDAR

All Wednesdays

8:00 am Men’s Morning Prayer followed by breakfast at Caddies
9:00 am Ladies Morning Prayer followed by breakfast at Caddies

Note: No Sunday School in June. We have moved Potluck Sunday to
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June 21 as Bishop Frank will with us that day.

| June 5 Ladies Birthday Luncheon

June 7 Worship — 10:30 am

June 11 Vestry 10:00 am

June 14 Worship — 10:30 am

June 21 Worship — 10:30 am — Bishop Frank
POTLUCK SUNDAY

June 27 Father Rick’s Retirement Party
Diamonte Country Club —4:30 pm — 8 pm
Heavy Hors D’oeuvres and LIVE MUSIC

June 28 Worship — 10:30 am

June Birthdays

June Anniversaries

5 Justin Pierce
25 Barbara Fuller
25 Jerry Duhon
28 David Keyser
29 Bob Lambert
29 Fred Whitson

3 Fred and Sandy Whitson
22 Art and Margaret Smith

All Saints Anglican Church

— 3 Jardinero Drive — Hot Springs Village




