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Dear Saints, Happy March! 

King David prayed, “Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and sustain me with a willing spirit.” 

What keeps you going in the Christian Faith? What makes you 

want to continue your Christian walk? The grace, according to 

David, that moves us to continue our pilgrimage is joy. Paul 

too, saw the importance of joy for living the Christian life.  He 

wrote to the church in Philippi, “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again, I will say rejoice.” 

David connects this matter of willingness to continue with the 

matter of joy. He continues, “Restore unto me the joy of your 

salvation, and sustain me with a willing spirit.” His spirit, our 

spirit, is made willing to walk in faith as we are moved along 

by the joy of the Lord. We are sustained in our walk, motivated 

to continue by the joy of the Lord. 

Know, though, that joy is not a mere feeling of exhilaration. It 

is not necessarily a feeling at all. David wants to be renewed in 

his appreciation for the Good News. “Restore unto me the joy 

of your salvation.”   Paul the apostle taught that the Gospel is 

the “power of God unto salvation.” Our salvation is planted in 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Once He was planted 

in the earth, he came forth in the fullness of eternal harvest. The 

story of the Bible is the story that “God saves sinners.” He does 

this in and through his Son, Jesus. 

We confess our sins asking God to help us “delight in his will 

and walk in his ways.” Lent is a season when we reflect on our 

sins and need for God’s saving grace. We need this grace not 

only to be saved, but to be sanctified. Sometimes the reason we 

lose our joy is because we focus on our progress, our fruit. And it IS always wonderful to 

see the ‘fruit of the Spirit.’ Yet even our sanctification is a gift from God.   

David knew he could not produce joy. So, he asked God for it. As we delight more in the 

grace and goodness of God, and diligently seek his face, he will restore to us the joy of HIS 

salvation. Then we will have the locomotion (and the feelings that go with it) for continued 

movement along in faith. What keeps us going? Joy!               Lenten Blessings, Fr Rick 
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As we all knew from the beginning, the 

search for our new rector will take time, and 

we are committed to moving forward 

prayerfully and thoughtfully. Your Search 

Committee has updated the ACNA job 

openings website to bring our rector position 

to the top of the list. We have also sent letters 

to many churches throughout our ACNA 

Diocese to inform them of our opening and to 

ask that they share this opportunity with any potential applicants. 

There are a number of openings throughout ACNA, so your prayers are needed now more 

than ever—that the Lord will draw the man He has chosen to All Saints. The Committee 

met on February 19 to review resumes we have received and to work out the logistics for 

upcoming Zoom interviews. We are encouraged by the interest shown so far and remain 

confident that God will send our rector in His perfect timing. 

We ask you to continue praying for the Search Committee, Vestry, and our entire church 

family: 

Rector Search Committee Prayer 

Gracious and loving God, you know us better than we know ourselves. Guide the Search 

Committee, Vestry, and people of All Saints Church through this time of transition and 

discernment. We pray that your Holy Spirit will continue to open our hearts and minds to 

new opportunities and ideas, so that we may follow where you lead—knowing that Jesus 

Christ walks with us each step of the way. 

Empower each member of our Search Committee to use their gifts for ministry to the 

fullest; to share their thoughts openly and honestly; to respect the opinions of others; and 

to encourage humility, patience, and joy. 

Finally, instill in all the people of All Saints Church a glorious vision of the future, that, 

guided by your Holy Spirit, we may be united in love—with warm hearts, enlightened 

minds, and open arms—so that we may gladly accomplish the mission to which you are 

calling us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Search Committee Update 

SSS (Soup, Sandwich, and Study 
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While it is hard to imagine All Saints without Father Rick as 

our rector, the time has come for his retirement. His final 

Sunday serving as rector will be June 29. With both grateful 

and joyful hearts, we have begun planning a retirement 

celebration in his honor. 

Please save the date: Saturday, June 27. The details are still 

being finalized, but we can promise this will be a joyful 

occasion! Father Rick is not leaving us entirely—he and his 

family will remain part of our church family—so this will truly 

be a celebration. We are even planning to have a band, so be 

sure to bring your dancing shoes! 

If you would like to contribute toward a retirement gift, please make your check payable 

to All Saints Anglican Church and write “Father Rick Retirement” on the memo line. 

More details, including the time and location, will be shared as soon as they are confirmed. 

We hope everyone will join us in celebrating Father Rick and giving thanks for his faithful 

ministry among us. 

 

 

 

This Lent, we are going to try something a little different. In past years, we have gathered 

on Wednesday evenings during the weeks leading up to Easter. This year, instead, we will 

meet on Fridays at noon. 

We will begin with soup and sandwiches, followed by a Lenten study and time of 

fellowship. We will meet on the following Fridays: the 6th, 13th, and 20th. 

Please join us as we observe this holy season together. We hope these midday gatherings 

will provide a meaningful opportunity for reflection, learning, and fellowship during Lent. 

 

 

 

LENTEN FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY 

FATHER RICK’S RETIREMENT PARTY 
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The Oaklawn Chaplaincy’s annual banquet, 

silent auction, and live auction will be held on 

March 12 at the Oaklawn Convention Center. 

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. This is their 

primary fundraising event of the year, 

supporting their vital ministry. 

The Chaplaincy serves year-round on the 

backside of the track, bringing the message of Jesus Christ to the men and women who 

care for the horses. They provide spiritual guidance, church services, and Bible studies, as 

well as practical assistance through a clothes closet and food pantry. They also host special 

events, including the annual “Filly Feed” luncheon for female workers and a Christmas 

party for the workers’ children. 

Joel Bailey has reserved two tables for All Saints to fill, but tickets are going quickly. If 

you would like to attend, please let Joel know as soon as possible. Tickets are $100 per 

person, or $1,000 for a table of ten. 

If you have an item you would like to donate to the silent auction, Joel would be happy to 

hear from you. Much of the Chaplaincy’s funding comes from the silent and live auctions, 

as they rely entirely on private donations. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to support a meaningful ministry and enjoy an evening of 

fellowship while making a difference. 

 

 

I’m sure you have all noticed how beautiful our altar flowers are. 

We are truly blessed to have such a dedicated Flower Committee 

that faithfully provides these arrangements week after week. They 

would like to remind anyone who wishes to sponsor altar flowers 

to please sign up on the flower chart located in the Fellowship Hall. 

Flowers may be given in honor of a birthday or anniversary, in 

memory of a loved one, in thanksgiving, or simply for the beauty 

of flowers. The cost to sponsor altar flowers is $50. Please make 

checks payable to All Saints Anglican Church and indicate “Flowers” in the memo line. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

OAKLAWN CHAPLAINCY ANNUAL BANQUET 
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Important note regarding Lent: 

There are no flowers on the altar during the season of Lent. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 

and continues through Easter Sunday, which means there will be no altar flowers during 

this time. 

The Flower Committee provides beautiful arrangements throughout the year (except during 

Lent), even on Sundays when no one has signed up. As we all know, the cost of flowers—

like many things—has increased. If you are unable to sponsor a specific Sunday but would 

still like to support this ministry, donations are always appreciated. Please make checks 

payable to All Saints Anglican Church and note “Flowers” in the memo line. 

We are grateful for this ministry that adds so much beauty to our worship. 

 

  

 

 

Jane Smith, Executive Director of Jackson House, shared 

a meaningful Mission Moment with our parish on 

Sunday, February 22. She expressed heartfelt thanks to all 

the All Saints volunteers who faithfully prepare and serve 

lunches every other month. Jackson House serves nearly 

150 people—and sometimes even more—every Monday. 

She explained that the poverty rate in Hot Springs is 

approximately 20%, with the majority being the working 

poor, largely due to the seasonal nature of our tourist 

economy. Others served include the disabled, veterans, 

senior citizens, and those experiencing homelessness. 

In addition to providing meals, Jackson House offers clothing and other necessities as 

needs arise. At Christmas, they distributed approximately 1,600 gift bags to children, each 

filled with age-appropriate gifts and food. This Easter, they plan to provide Easter baskets 

filled not only with gifts, but also personal necessities and food to support local families. 

Jane also shared an important reminder of how far donations go. For every dollar donated, 

Jackson House is able to purchase $15 to $20 worth of food—multiplying the impact of 

each gift in a remarkable way. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to partner with Jackson House in this vital ministry and 

thank all who give their time and resources to serve our neighbors in need. 

MISSION MOMENT: JACKSON HOUSE 
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MARCH CALENDAR 

All Wednesdays 

8:00 am         Men’s Morning Prayer followed by breakfast at Caddies 

9:00 am         Ladies Morning Prayer followed by breakfast at Caddies 

March 1  9:00 am – Sunday School  NO POTLUCK 

     10:30 am – Worship Service  

March 6  12 noon – Lenten Soup, Sandwiches and Study 

March 8           POT LUCK SUNDAY 

   10:30 am – Worship Service 

March 12   10:00 am – Vestry 

March 13   12 noon – Lenten Soup, Sandwiches and Study 

March 15   9:00 am – Sunday School   

      10:30 am – Worship Service  

March 20   12 noon – Lenten Soup, Sandwiches and Study 

March 22    9:00 am – Sunday School 

      10:30 am – Worship Service  

March 29    10:30 am – Palm Sunday Worship 

 

 

 

March Birthdays March Anniversaries 

3/5   Jack Schmedeman 

3/7   Margaret Buford 

3/12  Lynda Valdez 

 

 

3/28   David and Theresa Keyset 
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